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Mo, 44018726/2005-Ch.T
Covernrment of India
Ministry of Chemicals and ~ertilizers
Departront of Chemicals and Petrochemicals

thoctoh e e e

Mew [elhi the 254 October, 2006

e,
" Mz, Madhumita Dutta,
H-19/4 Cangai Street,
kalakshetra Colony,
Bosant Nagar,
Chennat-604 058,

Subject: Reqguesl far information under Right To Information Act,
2005

Madam,

T arn directed to refer to your letter  dated 57 Scptember, 20006
and to provide the irformeation as deteiled,

iy & iy India is a signatory to the Rotterdarn Convention on Prior
Informed Consont in relation to trade in harardous chemicals.
The Raotterdam Convention Secretariat has a proposal under
ronsideratian to include the Chrysotila farm of Asbestos in its
arnbit.  In view of the econamlic implicstions of the proposal
and lzrge number of employment in this sector of industry the
Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals has entrusted
the Malional Institube of Occupational Health, Ahmedabad
which is tae Tnstitution under Indian Council of Modical
Dacaarch to undertake & study on health / enviconmental
hazards resulting tron: the vse of Chrysotile form of Asbestos
in the country. Based on the resulks of rhe study with
reference to the [ndian condilions an assessment [ declision
an continuation of the use of this induslry chemical [/ inclusion
of same in PIC ambit can be consideread.

il The total cost of the study comes o Rs,.50.66 lakhs oot of
which the Deparment of Chemicals and Petrochemicals has
ta contribute Rs.43.66 lakhs and balance Rs, 16 fakhs is being
coentributed by the industry.,



iv)

The scope and  the methodology of the study to be taken by
NMIOH were examined in detalesd and the course of action
finalized In o mesting which was held under  the
Chairpersonship of Director Chemicals on 16" June, 2005, A
copy of the minutes is enclosed.

Yours faithfully,

g
F e A
T

(F.5. Singh}
Lnder Secretary to the Govt, of India
I AR T ]

Tk

et A abionee,

L ._:}_

PoL I [
v Shri Kailash Math,

" Facilitation Qfficer
Jo CEPC



4 Enwironmental cum Epidemisiogical survey In and aroLndg Ghi ysotie
Asbestos based Industries

T

= ol cenrencsms

i

gtatus of the project: Mew

Duration of the project: 4 years o 28
C:

Background:
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Mo, 44018/ 26,/2005-Ch.l
Government of India
MinisLry of Chemicals and Fertillzers

Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals
EF

MNew Delhi, the 13™ Decomper, 2006
Te,
“Ms. Madhumita Dukta,
H-19/4 Gangai Street,
Kalakshetra Colony,
Besank Nagar,
Chennal-600 090,

Suaject: Request for information under Right To Infarmatlon Act,
2005
Madarm,

Plcase refer to your letter  dated 3" mMovernbser 2006 in
relation to the study of health hazards - snvironment hazards
resulting from use of Ch-ysotile varicty of ashestos in the country .
Please find enclosed the following documents:

i A copy of the revised proposal dated 22" June, 2005 receivod
frorm MIOH
i) Terms of Reference of the study / scope of the study as
detailed in the Work Order datad 24" April, 2006,
iy MNIOH will be undertaking the study in consultation with
varlous concerned stakehaolders and will also be wisiting the
industrial units using chrysotile asbestos,
Yours faith ully,
i
geed
(g, Singhd
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel 23070712

Encl: as abave.

Shri Kallash Nath, Facilitation Cfficer
D/o CRPC



.."‘Il:h"“-llﬁrH.'I-!}JI.IDU:_'E"Ch.I
(hoveroment f Ind 1
Miniairy of Chondcals amd Fertilizere
devaring st el Chemicals & Perrovhemizaiz
Shasiri Bhy wWall, Mew Dl
Dated the g% Muy, 2005

Tn
De. HoN, Saived,

Lirecior,

National lostitere of Occuputingal Health,
Mepghant Nagar,

Abhmedabad- 3500714,

Subjost: luplemeatativn ¥ tie Katrerdsm Lienvenzion un big  Frjo-
Informe=d Copzent Procedures Stey ef Hewith Hezsrds !
Environman NMazardgug resulting Jrom yare of  Chrvzolite
waTie !y af Asreztos in the cogon:ry,

]
Fos
w

Thiz is in continuation ol lorar of even pumhor ciled the
19 April, 2403 un the sogjeer nentioned phove (& copy al aame i
englosed for ready refierence)

2. Your proposal i urder conzidergtiog in the 'Jef-armmul_ Wil
WE are awaiting yvous Tesponse 1o che leiter dazsd ot April, 2005 we
would appreciate if el venld provide infarmation an the ollowing
Peints w,r tn FOUr propasal.

il i is menticned  er “Fibre  concentretion - the
worknlace will be evaluated by memhrane filter methed
Being phase coniras aplical WicTosiopy as per L0 and
ALA guidelines.  PFrom this it is absarved tha NI
wiuld nep he Meazuring  fibre SRUCRALFELING in tje
coners, sawiranmesr, namely, grouwpd lBoTuTy Bifes,
public places arg, 1y, this cunnaction your etientien is
izvited 10 1ho etz ol refercage for (he Frapasad styde
a3 farwerded vidg thiz officn letrer {‘i&.-lﬂlﬂ‘ﬁ.-"BE-EJU-Ch.I
dared ™ Wuvember, 04, [n #ddUtinn 1c expusnre 1g
the worke < wiihin the factury rremises, health siaigs af
veeti eid gencral puhlic needs ulze he Aiunsied, This
wuuld Baln o gesege whether the geropa) public iz a1 any
flage  expnsed tq aicy  heslth  riskc  from usfge af
Chrysotile hased Produacts.  Alse Please advice whethe;
the cnits lrom S50 acheme ol the indusiry are e lng =4
i study azhbiy




-
o .

Fpidemiolegical study: It s menticoed that stndy will he
wenderiyken in diffeoent representalive (vrpanized szcotns)
industrics of Asbestos Cement Sheets, Ashesioz Cement
Ppes, Priction Marcrials and Asbestes toxtilcs. Alout
semple diwe @8 eerlier intimated the main esape of
Chrysulils Ashestas is by AC theet indusry, Yau arce
reguasied Lo distriboce the sample sizve (B00 as proposed)
amonyg variows sepienls ol the industry depanding upen
lheir size.  As per cepartz almes) RO% of usage is by al®
sheet industry, )

Aboul che steristizal apalrsie you arc tequested 1o
comiment on the variely of usape of stacistical mwodel lor
sliivsis for the individoal sector could be guise low,

We will aporeciate vour 2arly response.

Wauurs fuichfully,

CELEL Siogll
Indes Secretary to the (fovr, of Tndia
Tel 22070712

L-muail gse epoiish qic. i

Cupy to:

Rl Melin Boha. Sr. Research O0Mcer.  SNatiosal Instioae of
Ceounetional Health, Mephloni Nugar. Ahmedabad- 380016,
Grigudier A K Serhi,  Adviser, The Asbestne Coment Product:
amutacrurers’ Assecistivn, 807, Place, Maw Delhi-110019
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Mo 4001850 E005-001
Dated, the 24™ Apel 2008

Tl_'l.
Thns Director,
Matonal nstitute of Oscasztional HealthNIQH),
PLE. Mo 2031, Meanani Magar,
Ahmedabad -380 G186 3
(Fax No. # 079.22666352m L.4L% £ 110
Subject: Imz/ementaiion of Roterdam Comventicn or Proor o Infarrsd

Consen: Procedurss - Sudy of Healthh Hazerds/Envicorment
Hazards resulting from use of Chrgsotile variety nf Ashestos in the
coutry.

Lr=ar Sir,

| am diresed to refer o your letter NaMIOHMHyg/Proj/05:1125 cated 22™
Jung 2005 an the subject mertioned above gnd 0 convey the spproval of the
:ompetent authority to award to wour Institute underako ztudy an heath
hazardsiarvironmonstal hazards resulbng from vss ot Chrysotile varisty of
Asbestos i1 the country. The study woold be subjoct to the fcllowing condit'ons:-

(a) The objaciive of the study -is o sonduct an environment-sum-
opiceminlogical sludy to examing the effect on nsalin and eavironmant in
the country rezuling from vse of Chnsotile veriety of Ashsstos and is in
specific relaton o the prapogal for inclugicn of this variety of ashestos i
thz amkbit of Rottsrdam Conventon an PIC.

t';.

b} The scope of the snvironment study s (o exemine

it the four segments of the industry (e Asbestae camant
industry  manufactaring zsbestos cemsnt shests; Aspostos A,
camentz  indostry manufactering  asbestos cement pipes: |
Agbeclos induslyy manufacturing asbestos coataining friction
matenale, and Asoesics Eutile industry

il asoplz residing in the vicinity of the industy as at (1) above

i} the uncrganizad seclonsmal scalz indusiiss.

i ohd Lsars,



i)

iy The terms of the study will ba as follows ard ag detailzd in the
nmnosal dated 22" Junw, 2005 submittsd by KIOH 0 this Ministry,

Mathodology:- An enviranmsntal as well as apidemiolagical
study will be carisd out involving the workess of the
raprezentative organization of the aferesaid indusiries.  An
assessmenl of the population residing eround these faoloriss
will alga be undertaksr,

Envircnmeantal Study:- Fiber concentralions in the werkplzoes
s well a2 in the vicinity of the factories will be avaluatsd,

Epidemiclogical Study. -

{a} Stucly setting:- This study will be underaksn in diffiement
representative  industries  of the abovs sail  spctors.
Reprascniative samples of population residing in the wvizinity
of theze industries Wil b2 includad in thiz study.

{b) Sample size:- A total of 1800 subjscts will De included in this
study as the study subjscts.

{e} Stucly parameters- Ewvsry individual subjsct wil  be
interviswed with a pre-designated quastionnaire to collect
information in relation to personal, cocupatonal ang
merhidity detailz of the workers.  Lung function ‘est wit be
eariad out in all subject . All the study subject will be
evaluzted by radiolegical examiration as per L0 guidalings.

Statistical analysis:- Colisctzd data will be analyzsd by uzinig
Epi Infe & and SPSS &1 .4 sofwars.

2 The total duration of conducting the study is_4 years. After suomitting the
draft repaort, MICH will organize a natianal workshop fo discuss the findings Wit

the relevani indlstny stakehcldars and hased an the fescback the final report

“wiadld be preparad,

3, The tota: cost of the study, inclusive of the manpowsr nvalvemsant, cost
tewrards environmental and medical examination, TADA, Contigency and
Intelectual fees | would be Rs. 5888 iakhs [Rupess Fifty nina lakh sixty six
thausands) onky. The payment schedule would be as indicated below -

1l
i

i)

50% at the san of the pra ect.
A0% en completion af fiele visit
20 % after submiss on of the final report.

\ .



4. Tns Govemment will contrbuie Rs.43.36 lakbs and The Ashestos
_'3=rr‘er1t Procuct Manufacturers AssesiationlACPIMA) weuld contribute R 18.00
lakhs fowe I'I:I‘=~ the toial cost of the study.

=i The deliverablzs wil includs genzsration of data which would justify the
safe standarde o its usage as alzo  the 'r_-*a&.qnafm orals j Jst’r,.' ng ite nan-
nclusiany ar otrEnsse in he B1C ambit The stud dy will glso take inta ascourt the

Suprema Gour: dirsctives T any.

& You are requested o prepare and 2end the -!"rPﬁ MOU for approva in
thiz reqgard. -——
T The zanction for relesse of the first installment towsards the cost of the

study is being issued separately.

g. fou may please go ghead with the study project

Yours faithfully,

&

gt A
PTG 5". -

(F.5. ulng} ]

Under Sacretany to the Government of India
Tel 23070712

E-miail. uss. cpoidab.nic.in




Mo.40018/ 26/ 2005-Ch.1
Gowvernment of India
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals
FoEE Rk

Mew Delhi, the 11% January, 2007
Ta"
~Ms. Madaumita Cutta,
424 First Floor,
5" Avonue, Besant Nagar,
Chennai-600050.
Ph. 09444390240

Bubject: Reguast for Infa-matinn under Dight To Infarmation Act,
2005  regarding  the project titled implementation of
Rotterdam  Comvention  on Prior  Informed Consent
Procedures-Study  of Health hazards- Environmental
hazards resulting from use of Chrysotile varicty of
ashestos in the country.

Madam,

[ am directed to refer to your dated €.1.2007 on above
mentioned subject. As requested copies of minules of two mestings
held so far in the matter are enclosed. As regards findings,
documents of NIOH, the report on study by NIOH will be releasad
aftar it iz finalized.

Encl: As above.
Yiurs faitnfully,

g
N iy
Linder Sacratary to the Govt, of Inda
Tel. 23070712



Implementation of Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed
Consent Procedures — Study of Health Hazards / Environment
Harzards resulting from use of Chrysotile variety of Asbestos
in the country — Minutes of the Review Meeting held on
19.12.2006.

& meeting was held under the Chairpersonship of Ms., Harmeet
S. Singh, Director [Chemicals] to discuss various issues relating to
the study of health / environment hazards resulting frem Chrysotile
varlety of Asbestos in the country in torms of the provisions of

Rotterdam Convention by NIOH. The list of participants Is enclosead,

¥ Welcoming participants the Chalrperson briefly explained the
developments since the last meeting of the Review Committes. Sha
infarmead that the final decision an inclusion of ChrvSﬂUIE Asbestos in

PIC amb’t  will be token In the Conference of States Parties which
will be held in late 2008. For these reasons ;he ctressed on the
in"-pclrtance_uf ;:-:jmpietl-:jn of the study before that. It was advised
by her that the study needs to bae complated by 217 March, 2008 =0
that it could be E}@_rn_iged and  subm l:te-d In fime for due

consideration by PLC Secretariat,

¥ Dr. Asim Saha who was representing NTOH informed about the
progress of the study. It was intimated by him that they have
completed thelr Calcutta study and the same Indicetes that the
ashestos levels are Lllz'lﬂ_w 1‘£Lic:r‘|-3| ;International norms. It was
fUI:.hEFFtim_EltEd_that_'ﬂhi o the Factory Act prescribes the norms of
one fibre per cc.  The industry norms permissible by Ministry of
Environment and Forests in operation were _1 fibre per cc. He will
be submitting the detailed report with  conclusions o the

Department within one week, It was also informed by Dr. Saha that



fricticn material componeat of the asbestos industry was much
larger than criginally envisaged. Besides it was informed by him

that there were a numl:-er of units t:-peral:lng in unorganized sector of

te:-:tﬂe |r|du5l.ry whu:h |:I|:| nat f-:urn part of the small scale sector
industry also, Thls Is @ minuscule segment as 993 consumption of
the chrysotile Ashestos in the country is by the asbestos sheets,
pipes, friction lining and gasket segments which form part of
organized sectors of the industry.

4. It was advised by the industry that f-:-_r the purpose of arriving
st 2 fair conclusion the sarrlplirl;; of narmal r:H::|:mIa"|a". (i.e. othe-
than those directly involved in the rnanul':,c[..mng Indu'-':rr'g.-' should
alse be included (say about 10%), This was suggested for the
reason to have a fair justification for ul_.Lri..Llu_L-ing arl inflicLEn ﬁp-ﬁr‘.laul-l-*,-r

to asbestos exposure of workers.

5. After detzailed discussions the following decisions were taken

I} MIOH will anatyse and submit ts report by 317 March, 2008
85 per the schedule of activities to be undertaken ds
enclosed. T|'IE repart will be IFaII?cd after due discussions
with the a‘f.l:l-:E-tDS IHdUEF_',.f_-

i famhtatmg E.:rlf.r submission of the report NIOH will
make an efort to undertake the same preferably at the
sl_tes where adequ_ate nurnT:ler of worlkers, Industrial units
a.n-:l people residing In vicinity and localities whers paople
are reslding in houses with asbestoz sheats,

it The next fleld study will be undertaken at Hyderabad.

Wl  The report finalized by NTOH with reference to the Calcutta

study will be submitted to the Department within a weelk.



v) lhe sampling and medical and survelience will be with

reference to WHO f ILO guidelines,
¢i)  The asbestos industry will facilitate timely completion of he
study by providing support in the form of manpower /
logistics ete. as raguired. -
wil) "The study will cover only the legal bonafde chrysotile

usage by industry,

The meeting ended with & vote of thanks to the Chair.



Minutes of the Review Meeting held on_14.9. 2006.

A meeting was haid on 147 September, 2006 under the
Chairpersonship of Ms. Harmeaet S. Singh, Director {Chermicels} to
discuss varlous issucs relating to the study of health / enviroament
hazards resulting form Chrysotile Warieby of Asbestas In the country in
terms ‘of the provisions of Rotterdam Convention by MIOH. The list of

participants is enclosed.

2. Welcoming participants the Chairperson briefly explalned the
devalgpmients since the last meeting of the Review Commlittes. She
ipfartmed that detziled parp-wise comments on the ﬂeciai:m Guidance
Cocument on Chwsutne Ashostos have been received from the

ﬁ.sl:esl:ms Industr-.r Assacmtlnn The same ware circulated. Ehe

L-ludy whu-.-:h coud .-::-md th~= basls of In-dlt.s stam: ir the Conference

of Stzte F’a*t[c&;, which Is qcheuu]ed io t’ﬂ:e D'-EICE in Gctnbcr, EIJEIE
3. Thereafter she iavited Dr, Salyed, Director, NIOH to make a
presentation on the progress of the study. The presentatl:-ﬂ related to
the sl:uu::ly' being undartaken by NIOH In Eue eqt Industries Ltd. at thelr
.{-:alk:a._a Wl:,rl-:s. The same rwc-lu-.:d a -:.rnp.e of E-DCI warkers out of

which 288 actually participated

4.  The presertation covered the objectives of the study methods
undar use, the hazards faced by the workers, distribution of warkers

according to the work in the Industry a5 alsa the radiclogical findings.

a)  The preliminary findings Indicated the following:

."""..- -



» There were no complaints related o ."esp]ratﬂw system

= About 32% of the workers showed Impaired jung functions,

TI1|: majoer abnormallty was restrictive type,

» Prevalznce of PFT  rasteictive  typs nf |rr;~a||mnnl: WS
CDITEIatEﬂ with -::|..IIEI|:||:||'I al work and smoking habit.

» Largest nun‘.b:—:-r of cases of restrictive impalrmeant wers found

in non SMoKers.
b It was !’l.. rther informed that s a further course of acticn bhe

NIOH will be undertaking
» Comparison of chast X-rays and PFT with previgus recods of

ek =

the workers.
» In depth investigatlon of the suspected cases, .

« Compariscn of abnermalities with contraols,

) It was also informad that the industry where study has so far
taken place, has instituted a number of protective measures o contral
tha work and environmentat hzzards due to asbastes and other
hazardous substances, The work environment survey als.:- r"ldl..d'.'EE
that the usage of & a5he=tc-r fitre levels are below the national and
Imeﬁehnnar prEEcr‘Il:lEd norms and that tne prasent anvironment
conditions are nct likely to pose any occcupaticnal health prublem to
the workers. 1t was informed by Dr. Salved of NIOH that PFT and

radiclogical findings need further investigation for correct

interpretation of the preliminary findings.

=, After cetailed discussions the following declsions were taken.

i Details ::uf calse far |m|:ua|r'.?c' |L|ng functions of 32%cf wnrr-:er-r in
the location of Ev erest Industries Lid. needed to be detalled further for
the bensfit of the Stud}f I'I'II'I'IECIIEItEI'I.-' and reporl on the same be sent
before the forthcoming meeting of the Conference of State Parties,




i)

Furher study in the same segment {ashesios sheet) will be
undertaken Dy MIOH at another location preferabiy at Indore

or Hydersbad bo give an a2liernata date far a different climatic

zone.

NIOH will check the usage standsrds with reference o

international norms. The Asbestos Irdustry Association will
provide in s2bular form the status of usage prescribed over a
period of dme,

The naext phase of the study will cove- the sheet and textlle
sectors which will be followed by the Ploe Sector.

MIGH wlll provide road map and time lines far submitting
preliminary conclusions on the on going study, which could be
submitted during the forthcoming Conference of State Parties.
This will be submitted by NIDH within 10 days.



Lizt of Participanis

HOe oo ok oo o

10,
11.
12,
13,

Mz, Harmeet 8. Singh, Diractor, Deptt. of CAPC,

Shri Jashir Singh, Industrial Advisgr (Ghamicals), Deptt. of CEPC.
Cr. H.M, Saived, Direcior, NICH

Or. Asim Saha. MIOH

Shri O.F. Jagativa, Managing Director, Hyderabad Industries,
shri ML Gupta, Managing DI-I'E:IEDF_ Everast Industhies Lid.

Shri 5.4, Bhima Raja, President, Ramee Industries Ltd., Chennai.
Brig. AK. Sethi, Exscutive Director, Association of Cement Praducts
Manfuacturers Agsaclation, Mew Delhi

Lir. G. Vivekanand, Visaka Industries [,

Shri &K, Saraf. Maraging Director, UAL Industries Lid. | Kolkata,
hr. Sét;en Fatel,

Or. L.J. Bhagai, MIOH

Cr. ¥.K. Sharma, NICH,

Shii PLE. Singh, Under Secretary, Do C&PC,



Mo.da4018/26/2005-Ch.I
Government of India
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
Department of Chemicals and Petrochemlicals
ke
Shaseri Bhawan, Mew Delhl,
Dated the 27Y Deacember, 2007

T
5. Madhumita Dutka,
42 & (FF), 5™ Avenue,
Besant Nagar,
Chennal-200 090,

Subject: Request far information urder Right To Information ACL,
2005,

Madam,

I am directed to refer  to your latter dated 287
Movember, 2007 requesting for information under RTI Act 2005.
On the issue of the Study of health hazards and environmental
mazards resulting from the use of Chrvsotile variety of Asbestos In
the country, T am directed to forward the following:

') Minutes of the meeting of the Review Cornmittee held on e
April, 2007  (Annex.I},

Iy Minutes of the meeting of the Review Committes held on 244
July, 2007  {Annex.II;.

jiiy Minutes of the meeting of the Review Commillee held on ]
Movember, 2007 [Annex IIT}

2. As regards wyour requast for being provided with details of
factories wvislted [/ health studies conducted by NIOH and the
reraining stucies to be conducted by NIDH, it is stated that after the
study is completed and the report is finslized the same will be
shared with all concernad including yoursalf.

3 As regards your request for inspection of the files relating to
the study it may be stated here that the Central Information
Commission vide its Decision No.588/1C (A)/2007 dated 8" March,
2007 had allowed for such an inspecticn of the project details to be



undertaken within 2 pericd of one manth. It may be pointed out hers
that this facility was not availed of,

Yours faithfully,
,;F'J !
e
(P.S, Singh) ~

Under Secretary to the Govt, of India
Tel 23070712

Copy to:  Shrl Kailash Nath, 11A, Infermation Facilitation Centre
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¥ No.40018/9/2005-Ch.T ; ' 5,
Government of India L feaaa W1 |

_=Ministry of Chamical and Fertilizers
Bapartment of Chamicais and Petraochamicals

Mew Delhi, the ' May, 2007,

Subject:  Implermsntation of Rotterdam  Conventicn  on Pricr
I1formead Consent Procedures — Study of Health Haza-ds /f
Envircnment Hazards resulting from wse of Chrysatile
variety of Asbestos in the country — Minutas of the Review
Mesting held on 18.04.2007,

Please find enclosed herewith a copy of the minutes of [he
review meeating held under the Chairpersonship of Ms Harmeet
5.Singh, Director, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemitais on
the abowve subject for information and necessary acticn,

Encl: As above

[ "nder Aecrelary to the Gove of India

PR

Ta

Ay per List aftached.



Implementation of Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed
Consent Procedures — Study of Health Hazards / Environmeant
Hazards resulting firoim use of Chrysotile variety of Asbestos
in the country - Minutes of the Review Meeting held on
18.04.2007.

A mesting was held under the Chairpersonship of Ms. Harmect
5. 5ingh, Director (Chemicals) to review the progress made by NIOH
an various issues relating to the study of health / environmeant
hazards resulting from Chrysotile variety of Ashestos in the cotntry
in terms of the provisions of Rotterdam Convention by NIOH. The

list of parlicipants is enclosad,

i

A)
i '-'Jeicc:-mingﬁparticipants, the Chairparson strossed the

Importance  of completion of the study well in time for

cansideration by the Chemical Review Committee in its meating in

early 2008. She emphasized the nead for completion of the study

and submission of the Flrlal rEpDrt P ior o the CRC meating which is

T —

= zxali=y e
scheduled Lo be-held from 10 March, 2008, Regarding informaticn
sought under F:TI’ Act MIOH was adwbed 1:|:| ‘appropriat £l hﬁrdle

such c"'iq::-q Jt Was suggcﬂsl:ed that whila gmem ||1ﬁ:1rr“~ul:|:|n relating
o the study can be provided, however, piccemeszl results of the
study will not glve real picture and therefore details of the study
cannot be shared till the study report is finalized, ' she snncifical|y
sought to xnow the action taxen by NIOH on the decision taken in
the last meeting. In lhe report of Mfs Everest Industries Kolkatta,
32% PFT abnormalities had been reported. NIOH was requested to
incerposate sclentific justification for the abnormalities znd indicate
whather abnormaliziss are due to abscrption of asbestos or due bo

s0Me ather factors supported with sclentific reasoning,



TR Theam
l;l!:l'-'l:.'-l."\l'.'i'i'lrﬂl- [LH P
TEI AN TS W
MINISTRY CF CHLIMIC AL S & ORI J220ig

A MR g e

e CEPART MR T U Dl ALS PRV S A
Mo 0] RS9 ST U] W, o e e din,
Detial the 17 June | 2005 SR IR A Tz Ry ey, RIAL
% B=itane vow
To, MY LS00 g
Drirectur

Mational lnstimee of (g Upational Healoy
BB Mo 203 1, Meghani MNugar.
Ahmedabad. 280 015 {Tay I7926858361)

Subject: Mimutes of tiie Meciliy held on 16 June, 205 -Tplenentatng of
Rullerdim Comventivn on Priar Infurmed Congen Progedures - Study of
flealth Huzanis on Prior Inturmed Cuomzent Progedures STy of Flealsk
Hizards Environment Hazards esllling Fom use of Chryvzatile varery of
Azbiestos in the SOy

Sir

it

lam directed 1o [orwerd hergwird the minutes ;f the mesting held an 150 June. 205
o e above suliject for ieformation ang NECESSACY Acling,

Focl: Minnies.

Tours fathfully,

- ﬁif o4 4
s Simgli

Lndes Secretary 1o the Govt nf Indjy
Tel 23 D?IJ’-"EE.-'F‘M—HS'}?S'E'SU
¢-mail use epei@sh nic in

1. Dol Bhagia MIOL.
2. D ASuka, NIOH,

o Brig AR Sethi, ArPMa
o Shi MU Gupta, AKTACT WA

Linternal € irculation;

= Dirzcior ()
2. LAMChe micals).
3 CHA (T hem icalal,

Linc): Minybes,



s P It was infermed that  population-at vicinity of -Kol<atta site

(M/s Everest Indusirles} was not avalable for sampling purposes. It
was advised by Sh.Ganesan of ICC that any stucdy which was not
dane extensively and which was not subjected to a proper peer
review will not be acceptable at the international lewal, It was
adviced that the same has to be undertaken as per WHO protocols.

The same was canfirmed by Dr.Tiwari, representative of NIOH.

4,  Thereafter Dr.Tiwari of NIOH made a presentation on the

studles undertaken by them at M/fs '.'u':z-s.rerﬂ India \Silvassa , who

e — - T

manufacture asbestos cement s neets, Tlus m a ten }r:-,-g- - old Nt~
which has -c-_‘-r}-g;'ign.'-:d 60 warkers. The mean age of the workers was
27 years and mean duration of the job was 4.5 years. IL was
informead by him that the results of the study indicated that
Achestos fibre level were below the national/international
norms.The fikre caoncentration was 0.0077 o 0.011
fibre/ml.

PFT abnor rrmth,- Was v'I:|5—~wr~|:I in . E."ﬂ of the samples, No

waorker was found to have re&.;rchwe type of pulmonary
impairments. The abnormalily was of oostructive type.

5 After detailed discussions, the following decisions were taken.

i NIOH will make efforts for early conclusion of the study.
Industry will facilitate the same by providing assistance in |
the form of manpower / l0gIstIcs e, ds raqguired. |

i) The report will be finalizad after due discussions with the

a'::tu-atm:-s ndustry, .ah’ ng ato account the WHO protocol

including peer review. It will specifically indicate as Lo how

technology has made working conditions hetfer. The same



—
—

Wl

X

viii

will inciude  roleyaes RFRotogrephs  showny  oroteclive

measul Eq I:-Eln 14 l.Jhd-EI'I:EI kern .

Sh.S.Ganeaan af lEL_ ang -'-'T_lH rv=|:|=-5en’r:.|~' wil i
dl’?_"'fnz-—'-ﬂ.-cv’d the Kolkatta rr:L:. t keespi g in wiew the
|ntu FI'IEITID"IEH -aur'% |~ |t|-¢_1 :

T|'IL e Hn" B2 & furthe- fallow up I:u I:..r: I-:’:Il-:aha study  for
any askestos |||-|":-:.. c_r'- to 2hs u:urnmluea-.

Health records of the workers as avaiiable with the (ndustry
will ba rﬁac’e availahlz, .

The next fiald study will Be undertalkesn al Hydarabad and
t“hr-nnai nd the sams will he pre- ,:u:-n“-::‘ by shout treo
err 1S to facilitate earlky LCIF'I[ﬂEq.IGI"l af th“ H_uc’}-- -
Ti"lCl...SI‘_- v will I considar facilitating = study on scolo-economic
aspects of chrysotile asbestos Lusage,

In terms of tﬁ mfu:-rrr'-a ion sought under RTI Act, it was
declded that while gencric information could pe providad,
che resuits of the study which wasg underway could not pe
shared il the same was finalizad,

The report “U.-.-::'-Erstanm'r-r_:. Chrysotile Ashastog: M =
Ferspactive Based Upon Current Data” 3y DM, Bernstein,

25 provided by the Industry will be made availanle MIOH,

Industry will make avalladle simifar re'evanr feports to

NIOH.
Maxt review meeting will be held an 13072007 2t 1430

hours at tha same VEMLS,

The meeting ended with a vale of thanxs to the Chair,

[}
| L.



Subject: Meeting to review the progress of study by
NIOH on Chrysatile Asbestos by NIOH - held on
18.04.2007
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"'H-\.\ "l"?'l,:‘-hh‘-\_'- :':- :u i II '._I
No.40018/9/2005-Ch T P e ,
Gayernment of Tndia “UJ i
: Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizers o
E‘“—‘ r — -~ Department of Chemlcals and Petrochemicals
= MNew Dethi, the 14™ September, 2007,

Suhject:  Implementation of Rotterdam Convention on  Prior
Infarmed Consent Procedures ~ Study of Health Hazards /
Environment Hazards resulting from use of Chrysobile
varieky of Asbestos in the country — MinULes of the Ravlow
Mecting held on 24.07. 2007,

Please find enclosed herewith 8 copy of the minutes of the

review meeting held under the Chairpersanship of Ms.Harmeet

S.5ingh, Director, Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals on
the abowve subject for Information and necessary action.

Eacl: As above.

e

I."'-H-‘._-'- 'Ir rl. . :!-'. .I < :Er':\. L
) —{PE.SImghY
under Secretary to the Govt, of India

23070712
To
as per st attached.

Copy for internal clrculation:
: 1 1S(KCH)Directar (C}/TA{Chemicals)/DIAPRB



A T 3 P A N o

rmplementation of Rotterdam Cenvention on Prior Informed
wonsent Procedures - Study of Health Hazards / Environment
Hazards resuiting from use of Chrysotile variety of Asbestos In
the country - Minuies of the Review Meeting heid on 2470
July, 2007, ;

A mecting was held under the Chairpersenship of Ms. Harmeet 5.
Singh, Director (Chemicals) to discUss various issues relating to the
'_-'rLL,Ii:II‘,f of health / environment hazards resuiting from Chrysotile Variety
of Asbestos In Lhe country in ferms of the provisions of Rotterdam

convention by NIOH. The list of participants s enciosed.

2. Welcoming all the particlpants, the Chalrpe'rsnn explalned the
importance and nesd for bimely completion of the study and Its
impartance In relation to the pravisiong of the Reotrerdam Conventinn on
PIC. She 'Inuited the representabives of NIOH to inform about the

progress of e study.

3. Dr. B.R.Tiwari of NIOH explained fhat they have completed the
study at Vapl, Gujarat. A presentation on ENIS study was made. IE was
inforred Chat this Facility s _abE:-L];::fLE FE:I.I.'E_ old. .?__Iil_f_u@':-. wera
examined. “The Eeﬁ;m_ex_ar;.hatiﬁn of the workers hallj. been
unEié_rtaken and the same inuicated that the chrysctile asbestos levels

are much below the permitted levels. 1t was informed that 3%

shpormality [evels had been noticed, the detailed reasoning of which are

being irwestir_;ated._

4.+ Environmental monitorlng  was  3is¢ undertaken  at  different
lacations wiz, fibre feeding, calender maching, cutting’ Firlshing, near
godowns,  The fiore level wes found Lo D2 0.010 to 0.06 fibre per ml.

In pulmonary function Lest, woch's infection { Rlaht upper Zone) wers

—_

I ; :_..-'_l



" zerved in bwo workers. One of them had right sided pleural effusion

élsﬁ. Ihe following conclusions were drawh .-
i) Fliore level in all work places were below national and
" internatonal standards.
i [1.4% workers were  having obstructiver disorder,  2.9%
restrictive abnormality and rests were normal.
iy Mo worker was found Lo have redioyrephic features suggestive

of interstitial lung fibrosis.

5. The Chairperson enguired about the action taken on the issue of
PET abnormality as indicated in the report on M/s Everest Industries,
Kolkatta as discussed in the last meeting held on 18.04.2007. It was
informed that NIOH will take up the matter.

6 It was further informed that NIOH will next undertake the study
at  Hyderabad and intimated that they are ready in ail respe::té for
lmdr.—‘:rL:;JEir‘lg_the study at Mfs Vishakha Industries involving sheets and
pipes segments. It was informed that the parameters of the study will be

based on usage and risk parameters., NICOH will cover end users also as
part of the study, They will also cover the socio-etonomic dimension

aspects in their report.

7. [t was further informed that the field visits as part of the study will
bie over by the end September, 2007. Theareafter analysis of data will be
undertaken and 'that_ -will take E:EEIL"’. a month, Thereafter NIOH will he
ready with its draft report, I was decided to hold the next meeting of the
Review Committee after Diwali.

The mesting ended with a wvole of lhanks Lo the Chair.

I[’L«"
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List of participants

Ms.-Harmeet S-5ingh, Director (Chemicafs)
Shr Jasbir Singh, Incustrial Advlsor (Chemicals)
Shri .S, Singh, Under Secretary (Chemlcals)
Shsl 2.R. Bulsara, DTA {Chemicals)

Dr. L.J.Bhagia, NICH

Dr. Asim Saha, NIOH

. Dr. B.R.Tiwari, NTOH

Dr.0inesh Thakare, Everast Industries.

shr O.P.Jagotiva, Chairman ACPHA and MD, Hyderabad Ind,
shiri WVenkat Ratnam, President, Visaka Ind, Hyderabad.

Brig A.K. Scthi, Asbestos Cement Manufacturars Association

A

g 5
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Govamment of [rnds A LY S _.
Minsiy of Chemicals snd Faffizem S 5
Capacmrent of Chamizais and Fatrechamizais
BT ek g _:

. shasid Bhawan, New el
Datey the 16" November, 2007

Sub: - Rotferdam Coimesnbon - the rsauve of Chrysotile Study by NIOH on Heafth
and Environreental Hazards - review maeting he'd aa ™ November
2067 at Shastd Bhewsn, Mew Deibi = Minclas regsrding.

b b B

Ptease fird encfusea herewith a cooy of the minutss af the review
maating held under the Chalrpersonsnip of Mz, Hanrest Simgh, Dirschar,
Cepartment of Cnamicalz & Petrachemicals un the issuL ai Chivsohle Study by
MICH on Health and Environmental Hazards on 18" November, 2007 for king
peniagl ard necassary action.

Atsn/

(P& EII'H_;,'I'“J

- vinder Sacratary to the Govt, of india
Tele -« 87 11 23070712 / Fax - 91 11 23385361
S-Mail — usc cpodsh nizin

Eoul_as phove

To,

Dir. Saroy, Adcitional Diregicr, Minisiry of Enviroament and Forests

Shid O.F .agelyas, Cogirman, ACPMS ana Managing Director, Hyderaoad

industries Lid
3 grig. AK. Selni, Exec.tive Direclor, Association of Cernc:nl Products

hManfuacturars Asscoation, Mew Dall;

Pl -k

4 Dr. B.R. Thwar, S8R0, NIOH, Ahemdabad

5. Or 5.2, Vivek Chandrs Pao, GM, (Ococ Healh!, Myderabad indusiies
r ‘d

B Shri M.L. Gupla, Mareging Girsctor, Everast Indesires Lid

B,

[nterna! circolaldion
DuiChem ] + !A{Chemi’ CIA (PRI

Suand i




Implementation of Rotterdam Conwvention on Prior Informed
Consent Procedures — Study of Haalth Hazards / Environment

Hazards resulting from use of Chrysotile variety of Asbestos in
the country - Minutes of the Review Meeting held en 7"

Nowveinbher, 2007.

A meeting was aeljd undsr che Chalrmanship of Mg, Harmeet 5.
Sisgh, Oirector (Chamicais) te discuss variods issues reiating 0 the
gtydy - of healh [/ emwironment hazards resuiting from Chrysotile
varaty of ashestos In tne country By NIOH, Tne list of participants s
gpclased.

2, Welcomirg all the uvarticipsncs, the Chairparson Invited the
represenrative of MIOH to Aetefly axplain the results of feid wisies
undertaken by NIOH as part of study. Or. R.R. Tiwarl of NIOH
expiained that they nave comoletes Al the fisld visits, the latest teing
st Hyderabad.  During Feld visis *rey nad covered both the

eommourity and egnd users. It was specifically intimatea Mmat 404

?"L:'_mm-_ir_:-p,' _sybjacts near Vishekha Industries hed besn studled and

compared n the receni feld study,

3. Ta the specific query from Ms. Barmeet S. Siﬁgh. Director that
whether the Institute had covered sample size of 50 subjects as
- S -

ariginallty planiea G the croiect preposal sno in terms of VIHO
guidellngs. Br. Tiwari mentloned that they had nat oeen agle o gat
Fiald sample size of BOG Conimiunily WOUNArs as ariginaly planned but
had anprancataly caverad the factory workers for prupar resulls. Tha
coverage of the batance suhjects would also be flaked up by WIOH to
ensure that rthe mandacony osumbee oF subjects ace covarad 4 per

WHO guidmines Presenty tne Insfitute wag studynd s rasihits

— -



collecred durfng che fela rasylts and this exerglse was sxyecte]d oo

take: about 2 montrs aftsr which rev. wh! ba reany to zubmit tne

preliminary report which could be firalized aﬁr::r due-disa:i_-'ss'fnm L4 o

J:'ru“ua stakeholdars. v wes irformed 2y the ndustry assocabions

‘ha: they are Laking necessary forlow ur 2con an *he fou- cases whizh

hize

2gen deteciad gy NIOH ard are SUspecied cases of intarsiiral

fibros's during the study of Fversel [raostries, Kolkaos,

4, After getailea discossions, the Foliowing dacisians were taken,

(1]

s,
-t

Lhii

[P}

3.

January,

Monday't,

WIDH Wil check about the nesd for semple size of 1500

W I-':Er.; .:f‘l‘ r*-‘:.ﬂrfrn.*— o WHD guidelines and ensure

ua'nrlfa. ol =8

e interm repart wil' be mae"= ready by NIGH by =-r1|j]
January 2008. NIOH wili alsc orgarize a seer raview of |

the repcrt.

The asbestos indushy will facilieate underiaking of study |||

on SOCiG arn 'i-jr'rllc cmpect of Chrysatile usage. The Daeptt

3F Cnermicais and Petrochemicaiz will facilitate e same, if
raguirerd,
Fhe asbsstos .’nnustr'-f witt formuletz the proposal for

ﬂmamzlnﬂ a meetag of .".t&r-;-gteu State o2rties o as to

formutate a caor dhnated stand on che usage of Chrysatile

Asbestes In ﬂ.?-"l'-.-‘ FEl:l-n.ar-f in t*'s rreeting imgortant

chi ;":'-:MIIE 3 cestos prr;n..n:-r*g a'n:l f'.::r-Surr.lf.q countrias will

D= -rmt-h:.! S0 ES D eYyDive 3 onns r:.-n5_|s

e next mieeiing of *n= Reviow Caummittee will be pald in =rnd

2005, [NIOH has reguest=d tha* thes meeting be neld on



Implementation of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Tnformed
Consent Procedures — Stody of Health Hazards ¢/ Fnvironment
Hazardous resulting from use ol Chrysotile varicty of Ashestos in the
country by NIOH - Minutes of the mecting held on 16" Jrne, 2003

A meeting wes held under the Chainnanship of Direetor | hernives]s )
b examine virlos issues relaling to the smedy 10 be taleen by STOH an the
ubove mertioned subjoct. The st ol purticipants is tnelosed. Welcoming
all participants, Ms Harmeer 8, Singh, Director {Chemicals) informed thar «
rroposel has been received Fom NIOI for undertaling the study,  This
study is requind in view of the on poing develvprencs under (hs Botterdam
Convention Lo bring this chemiesl in the PIC ambit which could impact this
segmen: of the Indizn chemical ndustry engoged in this activity, The atiualy
wiad required o establish the health £ environmental harardy resclting from
use of Chrysolile verieny ol asbestos in Indian conditions, [ waz stressed
that a thovough study impacting all the segments of the Indusiny at the work
Place as also in the vieinity and the wnorganizad seclors was requizad so thar
CIndiz could ke a stand on selendfic hasis in the nes meeting of Lhe
Conlerence of State partics under the Rollerdem Convention NIOH wag

specifically requested to expedite (ae conduction of the study,

201t was explained by the sepresintative of the mdusoy that the
vrganized sector corsumed almeast 90% of the Chrysotila azbestos in the
couniry, They prom sed (heir whole-heartzd suppon 1o the study. ‘The need

fot aavanag the wesk f}.'!‘l-t-ﬁ a3 dlso the vieintly was stressed,
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ist of Participants.

. Miss Harmgat S.5Fan. Do Aot CAPC Chaireasan
Shit F.R.Bulsara, Oy. Industrial Adviser,

. Shri PSS Singh, Under Sacretary fChanicela;

5nrl Jasbir Singh, I& (Chamiczls)

shr 5.Ganasan, 1CC

Shei M.L.Gupta, Evarest industries Lid

Brig A.K.Zalhi, ACPMA, Ex-Oirastar,

Iir, Mivek Chandra Hag, GM, Syderabad [adosries Ltd.

D R.R.Twar, NIOH, Ahmadabad

O. C.R.Jagetva, Chairmean, dsbestos Infommation Cantra.




3,

It was explained by Dr. Suha on NTOH that various parameters for the

study which include the sampling size was based upon ihternational norms

as approved by WHO. They will try to submit Ltheir report including the

interim report ar the earliest possible.  After detailed deliberations the

followiny decizions were taken.

[y

NIOLT will propare u revised proposal for undertaking a study with the

following scope

(2]

""\-\.__-' ™ m:""\-\.\. i1 5"
#ﬁ;q}{* (b}
el

{d)

Orgznized sector covering the four segments of the Industry LB,
Ashestos coment industry manufacturing ashestos comen sheets,
Achestns cemenl industny manufacturing asbestos cement pipes;
Asbestos indusity  manufacluring  ashestos  containing  niction
materials; and Asbestos textile mdusiey,

People residing in the vicinity of the industry as al {a) above.

The unarganized sector f small scale industrivs

End users.

The study will commence covering {(a) & (b) of (i) zbove, ‘This
will be followed by (c) & (d) above.

While initiatng the smedy MION will first cover the indusiny
segmenls a8 per the following sequences,

{A) Rooling sheets and friction material sector-in the firse

ingtances,

(B8] AC Pipes and Texile Seeini-in i sgeend inslenss

(iv)  The asbestos industry will make availahle the scientific data relating

PLETAE RS I

to  effect of usage of Chrysocile of human health and environment a3

PEEE——— —



avallable with them 1o e Depariment for qubmission to Lhe {Femiont

[ v qew Conmninee wrule P Convenliw

vy IO wil subima® 2 T 1sed propoesal for uncermking study within @

perod of theee days xiter rliz secpe of ihe sty s intiated o ket

(vi]  Industry will tnhe action for mmediate releaze ol their coniribution (o

NIOH for early stan of the study and provite a5 2SESIAnCT v lagiituate the

gtuely.
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List ¢f panicipants

[

s Harmeet 5 Singin [Rrecton Chemicais),

S Jazbir Singi, lndostrial A AsariChaicals].
Shri P55 Seh, Under Scererars(Chamicas!,
Shri P Bulsazy, DIAChemicala).

D T J.Bhagia. NICOH,

[w. A Saba. NIOH

Orig. A.K.Sathi, ACPMA

Shri M.E.Gupra, AICTACEMA,



5{u 'y = | Erreinl e Tty | b 0 A L
- Minislry of Chemicals ard Fertilizers: B Ay
Departmant of Chamicals and Petrachomicols -.I
R L
(e
ok i
Mow Delb?, the 13" Deterzer, 2006 7 I
TD.- .-.---.‘EI i .}:f {_-".-_-".-".-"{"l ﬁ_.‘.‘:l-'.‘- 5 .
Ms. Madhumita Dutzs, e e
H-15/4 Gangai St-aet, o
Kalaksoetra Colony,
Hzsant Maga-,
Chennal-s00a Qog,
subject:  Requast for information undas Right Te Informatlon Act,

2005
Madarm,

Flease refer o your letter  dated 3% Novamber 2003 in
relation to tha study of healta hazards - envircnment hazards
resulting from use of Chrysctiie variesy of z2shastos i the country |
Flzasz find enc'osed the fallowling docemencs:

W) M copy of the revised proposal deted 22°° lype, 2005 recohvad
frarn MNIOH
iy Tarms of Reference of the study / aropa of the study as
cetgiled In the Waork Order dated 24™ april. 2006,
iy NIOH will be undarakirg the study in consultation with
various coencerned stokehoicers and wi'l olsg be wisiting the
Industrial units using chrysotile ashestos,
Yours Faithjﬁull*,‘r
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Unde- Secratary to the Govs of [ngia
Teld30r0712
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PE. Ma. 2051, Meghan! Mzger, Akmedakad-280 215, Gcie
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F. 5, Singh
Under Secretary ta the Gavl. of India
irictry of Cnamicals anc | eniiee’s
DepargTeria’ Crspical: ane Fubnonomind's
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Snasti Bheean
rJave Celn - 170000
Subject: lmplementation of Ratterdam Convention an Prior
informed Cansent Procedures — Study of Health
Hazards/Envirnnment Hazards resulting frory use
of Chrysotile variety of Ashestos in the country.
Clear 507,
-a nf oy lomer Mo 4R BISR00E-Ch o dassd 187 Jane
= mantored zagiect Plazse fine 2o oEsd Fiermeil @
Rcetading @ sy on AR Enwvircnmental
une Chrysaotile Asbesios based

Tas 05 & raferzw
~nis ragarding aloy
gy o the raviscd proposd fer
cum Epidemioiogical survey i zrd arno
mdustries” a2 "snudiec by yoL.
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